
MINUTES OF AWLISCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 31st January 2022   

Parish Council meeting held at Awliscombe Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. 

•  Present: Councillors R. Lawrence, W. Furnival, T. Harvey, P. Gillingham, N.Boulton, C. Wright.  

District Councillor C. Brown. 

 1 Member of the public present. 

1. Apologies for absence: District Councillor D. Key, Cllr A. Summers 

2. Items from County/District Councillors:  District Councillor Colin Brown reported that EDDC 

were still not meeting in person and he was not sure how they were still able to have virtual 

meetings when the legislation has now reverted back to face-to-face meetings since last May.  

They have specified that each parish can receive an Oak Tree as part of the Queen’s jubilee.  The 

Councillors discussed this and as we have no parish council ground to plant it and with our own 

incentive with the Green Canopy and free trees it was decided to not have the Oak tree.  A meeting 

will take place on Wednesday to discuss the budget and there will be a full council meeting on 21st 

February.  It is looking like an increase of about 3% for the Council Tax to cover the District.  The 

Chairman thanked Cllr Brown for attending. 

3. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Harvey for the planning on agenda item 6 at Bennetshayes 

although this would not be discussed as comments had already been submitted of which Cllr 

Harvey was not party too. 

4. To receive, confirm minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th December 2021.  The 

Chairman asked if everyone agreed to the minutes.  All Councillors were happy. The Chairman 

signed them as a true and correct record.  

5. Matters arising: (a) Cllr Gillingham reminded the council that the ‘free trees’ can be collected on 

Saturday between 10 and 3 in the car park and can be coincided with the Soup and Pud in the hall 

in aid of the church. (b) The Chairman had spoken to Rodney Pring about the new entrance and he 

said that a retrospective planning application would be going into EDDC shortly. 

6. Planning 

21/3201/FUL – Mr & Mrs S Harvey, Bennetshayes Farm, Awliscombe. – Erection of 

agricultural workers dwelling and associated works. – Council support. 

21/2911/LBC – Miss A Coles, Yankee Cottage, Awliscombe – Replace 7 no windows. 2 no 

ground floor and 1 no first floor on the north elecations; 2 no ground floor and 1 no first floor east 

elevation and 1 no ground floor on south elevation. – Council support,. 

21/2353/FUL – Mr.M Fordham, Crosshills Farm, Weston - Change of use of office to holiday 

let – Awaiting decision. 

20/2282/FUL – Mr S Goldring, Woodcroft Copse, Weston - Construction of storage shed for tools 

and equipment, animal feeds and fuels used in connection with woodland and smallholding activities – 

This application has now gone to ‘Appeal’ following and enforcement notice served. 

7. Highways:  A number of the pot holes and road maintenance from Titford Bridge to Three 

Corners have been filled but nothing has been completed from Collyhayes Farm up towards 

the top of the hill.  Work taking place on Hembury Fort to sort out the culverts.  The 

Highways have done some ditching and putting in culverts from the road to the ditches at  

Greenway Lane. 

8. Parishioners Questions:  There were none.  

9. To discuss Awliscombe & Weston Times: Further discussion was had regarding the 

Awliscombe & Weston Times.  Councillors were still in agreement that the cost of the 

publication in its current form was unsustainable for the Parish Council to continue with.  

The Chairman had spoken to Caroline and Allison before this meeting to let them know the 

feelings of the Council and to invite them to attend the meeting to discuss, but they declined 

to attend.   That aside the Council felt that perhaps now was a time to review the magazine 

and some research had been done from neighbouring parishes who have had successful 

magazines but none of them were funded by the Parish Councils’.  All magazines were 



either run by a committee and funded by subscriptions or the Big Lottery Fund or by fund 

raising.  The printing costs were much less due to the layout and design.  As usual the Parish 

Council have to demonstrate their spending due to claiming Precept money from 

parishioners and this is why most councils do not support a magazine.  With this in mind it 

was proposed by Cllr Gillingham to stop the funding of the magazine and was seconded by 

Cllr Boulton.  The Chairman to speak to the editors and explain but the Clerk would be 

happy to speak to them if they wished to carry on and to point them in the right direction for 

funding help.    

10. To update Council on payments and confirm cheques for this meeting. –       

 Balance as at 30/10/21            £7071.85 

 November Advertising:      £   75.00 

 Cheques’ Cleared:     £  630.00 

 Clerk’s Wages (1 x 137.50 & 1 x 250.00)    £  387.50 

 Balance as at 30/11/21     £6129.35 

 December Receipts – Advertising    £  255.00 

 Cheques Cleared:     £  630.00 

 Clerk’s Wages     £  250.00 

 Balance as at 31/12/21     £5504.35 

Payments for this meeting: 

Parish Hall – Hall Hire for 6/12/21 & 31/01/22   £    34.00 

 Proposer: W Furnival  Seconder: N. Boulton 

Society of Local Council Clerk – Membership    £     40.00 

 Proposer: N. Boulton  Seconder: P. Gillingham  

         

11. Date of the next meeting:  It was agreed to now go back to our regular meetings following the 

lifting of Covid restrictions.  The Clerk to speak with Liz to book the committee room for future 

meetings.  Next meeting will be Monday 14th March 2022. 

12. Any other Business.  Cllr Furnival raised the issue of the Litter Pick.  It was agreed for Sunday 3rd 

April.   

 

As there was no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed.       

 

Signed:………………………… ………………………………………… Dated:………………………  


