
MINUTES OF AWLISCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 6th December 2021   

Parish Council meeting held at Awliscombe Village Hall, Awliscombe. 

•  Present: Councillors R. Lawrence, W. Furnival, T. Harvey, P. Gillingham, N.Boulton, A. Summers, C. 

Wright.   

1. Apologies for absence: District Councillor C. Brown. 

2. Items from County/District Councillors:  No reports 

3. Declarations of Interest:  There were none. 

4. To receive, confirm minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st November 2021.  The 

Chairman asked if everyone agreed to the minutes.  All Councillors were happy. The Chairman 

signed them as a true and correct record.  

5. Matters arising: (a) Cllr Gillingham updated the council on the ‘Green Canopy’ incentive for the 

Queens’ jubilee.  It would appear that Sue Holland from the Old Vicarage is also arranging an 

incentive to plant trees and therefore Cllr Gillingham has suggested that both schemes should be 

run together.  A new date of 5th February 2022 is predicted for distributing trees.  More details to 

follow. 

6. Update on the sale of Hembury Fort: The Clerk asked for an update on the sale of Hembury 

Fort.  Unfortunately, the land agents are unable to give any firm details but it is ‘under offer’.  The 

Chairman had spoken to Broadhembury Parish Council and there were of the same opinion in that 

they didn’t want to see a private sale that would jeopardise the use of the Fort for the public but 

that the price would be out of reach for the Parish Council.  

7. Report on the EDDC meeting – Emerging Local Plan on the Zoom platform  The Clerk and 

Cllr Boulton attended the meeting via Zoom which was run by EDDC.  This was to explain the 

new emerging plan and the options for the settlement boundaries which will be set for each Town 

and village.  These boundaries will allow each town/village to allocate land for building for open 

market properties.  They both concluded that Awliscombe and Weston would not feature in these 

new settlements and that the issues we have been having since 2012 when the original plan came 

into force will still be present.  Exception sites will still be taken into consideration but were very 

clear that developer led applications were less likely to be granted over Community Land Trust 

driven plans.  They were both in agreement that the Neighbourhood Plan should be put on hold 

until this new plan was in place.   

8. Planning 

Rodney Pring was present at the meeting to explain the new entrance that he put from the bottom 

side of the farm (Heathfield Farm).  He explained that the existing entrance into the farm was very 

unsafe and was becoming a hazard due to the amount and speed of cars and lorries on the brow of 

the hill.  The Council could see why Mr Pring would want to do this but he was advised very 

strongly to put in retrospective planning as soon as possible because he had taken down a Devon 

Bank and put an entrance onto the highway. 

21/2478/FUL – Mr & Mrs Smart, Moonrakers, Awliscombe -Conversion of roof space to 

habitable use, garage conversion and conservatory replacement. – Permission granted 

21/1892/FUL – Mr & Mrs T Rosewell, New Park Farm, Awliscombe – Permanent Agricultrual 

Workers Dwelling – Permission granted 

21/2353/FUL – Mr.M Fordham, Crosshills Farm, Weston - Change of use of office to holiday 

let – Awaiting decision. 

21/2293/FUL – Mrs C. Helliwell, Heron Farm, Weston - Installation of 1 x outbuilding for use 

as a kitchen and installation of 1 x outbuilding for use as a office/laundry room – Permission 

granted. 

21/2311/FUL – Mr & Mrs Bornet, 10, Nap View, Awliscombe – Front porch, 2 storey side 

extension and single storey rear extension. – Permission Granted 

21/2036/FUL – Mr. J. Healy – Titford Hold, Awliscombe - The retention and modification of 

vehicular access comprising removal of gravelled track, bollard lights and gate, and replacement 



by wooden gate, stone track together with landscaping proposals including new Devon bank and 

wildflower meadow. – Permission granted. 

21/1479/OUT – Mr & Mrs A. Williams, The Store, Mill Lane, Awliscombe - Outline 

permission with all matters reserved for the erection of a bungalow. – Refused. 

20/2282/FUL – Mr S Goldring, Woodcroft Copse, Weston - Construction of storage shed for tools 

and equipment, animal feeds and fuels used in connection with woodland and smallholding activities – 

This application has now gone to ‘Appeal’ following and enforcement notice served. 

9. Highways:  The Chairman and Clerk met with Dan Wood the Highways Officer and we 

took him for a tour of the village to show him all of the issues with highways.  In particular 

the road from Layzells to Wolverstone Hill.  Greenway Lane and the main road next to 

Godford Farm were pointed out that issues that need to be sorted out.  A discussion was had 

about the meeting that was had with Phil Morgan approximately 18 months ago where we 

gave priority to the road from Layzells to Wolverstone Hill which was number 1 on the list 

and Greenway Lane was 2nd .  The Clerk pointed out that neither of these roads had been 

properly repaired although the odd pot hole had been repaired which now needed doing 

again and yet there were minor roads within the parish and on neighbouring parishes that 

had been repaired to a high standard but were not used a great deal.  Dan said that he would 

look into the prioritised roads and he took a number of photos as evidence that some pot 

holes were beyond the safety limits.  The drain at the bottom of Hembury Fort will be 

repaired in due course.     

10. Parishioners Questions:  There were none.  

11. To update Council on payments and confirm cheques for this meeting. –       

 Balance as at 30/09/2021           £7010.85 

 Advertising:      £   95.00 

 Cheque Cleared:     £    34.00 

 Balance as at 30/10/21     £7071.85 

         

The Awliscombe and Weston Times was raised as this has become a talking point.  Caroline Coxon had 

sent a list of people who had advertised in the Times over the last year.  There were a number of people 

outstanding around the £170 mark.  The Council discussed a number of ways to keep costs down.  So far 

this financial year to 1st November the Times has cost £1360 in printing costs but has generated £565 in 

advertising income.  A number of ideas were raised.  A smaller version, black and white, change of printing 

and an electronic version sent to email addresses taking into account GDPR where ideas put forward.  The 

next issue will be next spring so this will be discussed further before then.   

It was proposed that the Precept be raised back to £5,000.00 to allow for the increase in the Clerk’s Salary 

and the possible extra expense of having Andrew Tucker to carry out some highways work.  This was 

proposed by Cllr Gillingham and seconded by Cllr Furnival.  All in favour.  The budget would be updated 

and would be handed to the Councillors for information at the next meeting.  A copy of the up to date cash 

book was also given to Councillors for information. 

12. Date of the next meeting:  A provisional date of 17th January 2022 had been set but this could be 

subject to change depending on Covid restrictions and if there is anything to be discussed. 

13. Any other Business.  There was none.   

 

As there was no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed.       

 

Signed:………………………… ………………………………………… Dated:………………………  


