
 

 

I found out when I went back to school after three years’ service in the RAF that my Maths mark was good enough 

for the Maths Prize, but as I had not got my School Certificate the next one down had it! 

 

What was going on in the village? 

     The ARP was formed in England in the latter part of 1938. Mr R N Bishop was the chief warden for the village, 

My father and Mr Burrows (chauffeur to the Miss Monteaths at Three Corners) were the other wardens. Their job 

was to check the black out and in the advent of an air raid, tackle small fires and generally deal with things until the 

emergency services arrived. In September / October 1939  the evacuees, lone children and whole families from the 

East End of London arrived in the village. Some stayed on, but quite a few went back to London, country life did not 

suit them. Farmer Rowe was a widower who lived at 1 Church Hill. He could well have been about sixty, a country-

man of the old school, wore a black suit on Sundays and everyone wondered what would happen when he had a 

mother and son billeted on him. But he struck lucky, and they got on very well. The evacuees were as much of shock 

to us as the country side was to them. Women went to the Pub! Milk came from cows not a bottle, stinging nettles 

stung but horror of horrors, no fish and chip shop at the end of the road. One or two of them kept in touch for a long 

time after the war. At least two of them brightened  the lives of a childless couple. 

     There were a few ladies in the village that belonged to the Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) nurses and with the 

help of the Women’s Voluntary Service WVS they set up a small dressing station in the rectory’s old stables. (now 

part of the school). Next came the Local Defence  

Volunteers (LDV) also known as “Look Duck and Vanish”. 

They were armed with shotguns, in most cases their own. 

(There was a rumour that Boer War bayonets were fixed on 

to staves to make Pikes!) This was soon regularised into the 

Home Guard (HG) who were issued with proper army battle 

dress and issued with ex Canadian 1914 Ross .303 calibre 

rifles which unfortunately used a different cartridge to the  

British .303.They were also issued with various obsolete 

and impractical weapons which I think the army were only 

too glad to get rid of. They had training from the regular 

army and did various guard duties, such as guarding the  

railway tunnel between Honiton and Axminster. There were a great many practices and drills for the various  

organizations. One early one was for the ARP and fire service. All the fire brigades had been brought together as the 

Auxiliary Fire Service AFS. Honiton was an area station with several appliances and some full time firemen. Brian 

and I, always on the lookout for excitement, were asked to jump out of Mrs. Bishop’s bedroom window (No. 1 Nap 

View) into the fireman’s sheet. At the same time the fire brigade with their new Leyland with pneumatic tyres and 

an escape ladder was practicing in Ham field. One of the auxiliary fire men (who did not have the fire service thick 

uniform but only rubber boots, overalls and a steel helmet ) let go the hose he was using, because he was getting wet. 

Now a hose under pressure with a heavy brass nozzle flies through the air in an alarming manner. Luckily no one 

was hurt but the language of the captain of the appliance was strong. The old Merryweather was kept for some time 

after the war as a relay pump.  

     Then there were the Land Girls or to be exact, The Women’s Land Army (WLA). These girls were conscripted 

and drafted into the WLA instead of the military services. They went to work on farms to fill in for the men who had 

been called up. Two girls, who had been trained as rat catchers came to the farms in the village regularly, to set traps 

and put down poison. Rats were a great problem on all farms where there is all ways plenty of food. Rats not only 

ate the corn they also spoilt other food. The girl’s efficiency deteriorated when the Yanks arrived.  

     The American Navy took over RAF Dunkeswell in 1943 for anti-submarine patrol work. The US Army used the 

airfield at Smeatharpe for Dakotas towing two Waco Hadrian troop gliders for D Day. In the period before and after 

D Day the US Army took over Heathfield Camp, Honiton. They requisitioned Frank Pring’s Ham field between the 

road and the river to set up a rifle range of 1000 inches (approx 25 metres) for the troops to “zero” their rifle sights. 

There was a continuous flow of lorries all through the hours of daylight. Men were dropped off at the western      

gateway, and those who had finished their shooting were picked up at the gateway next to Losses Farm, and taken 

back to Heathfield Camp. They were not only firing rifles but machine guns as well. The noise was unbelievable. 
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I have thought about it since, and from what I saw at that time, with my own training and knowledge of rifles 

 realised that these men, who were going into battle very soon, were not fully trained.   

   

     On the 7th August 1945 the day after the Atom Bomb I went to London to the Aircrew Selection Board. I passed 

through the selection, but I could not fudge my colour blindness, so aircrew was out. I was recruited into the  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve (RAFVR) as ground defence gunner. Of the three of us who passed the Selection 

Board, only one passed the medical test, and after he had been deferred for three weeks, he was told he would only 

be taken into training if he signed on for seven years, he declined.     

 I was seventeen and a half at the time, there was nothing to do at home as poultry food was rationed. I think  

father only had about one eighth of the poultry he had before the War. The forces soon had to reorganise, I was 

 remustered as a motor transport mechanic and I did my training at 8 RAF School of Technical Training, Wheeton, 

Lancashire. On my course there were a lot of redundant aircrew, sergeants and warrant officers and some who had 

been POW’s. Not happy bunnies.  

     I was In the RAFVR for nine years, with only three years full time service, two of which I spent in Egypt. 

 I returned home in August 1948 to a country still with food and petrol rationing, so it was back on my bike again. 

The food ration was quite a shock.  

  

  

Thank you John for your memories— 

a great read 

and  

 

As Geoffrey Chaucer said:- 

Mighty oaks from little acorns grow. 

 

                                                     AB 

A FOND AU REVOIR TO 

VALERIE & JOHN 
 

A village afternoon tea will be held in the Parish Hall on 

Sunday 23rd April, 3.30pm—5pm 

 

Pop in for tea, cake and a chat to mark the moving out of two of our villages’  

long serving stalwarts. 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

THE AWLISCOMBE & WESTON 

FETE and DUCK RACE 

 

WILL BE HELD AT THE OTTER INN 

 

 

ON SATURDAY 10TH JUNE  

AT 1PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save your unwanted books, bric-a-brac 

and plants. 

 

More information next month. 

Broadband meeting Report 
  
     A very informative meeting was held in the parish hall on 7th March which was open 
to all parishioners who had an interest in much faster broadband for the village. Shaun 
Dale, a representative from BT Community explained that because the village has a Primary 
School which does not have super fast broadband and has very poor download speeds, there 
is up to £20,000 of government funding available to bring fibre optic cable into the  
village.  Although this seems a lot of funding  available to the school the total cost to 
bring a new box is somewhere in the region of £30,000 - £50,000.  The extra money will 
need to be found and there are number of ways to do this from crowd-funding, fund raising 
and another voucher scheme which is also money available up to £500 and potentially every 
householder can apply for depending on the speed of your current broadband and 
provisionally this will start again from April - details will follow.  
    BT will now have a look at the logistics of bringing fibre into the village to a 
green box probably somewhere close to the school where this can be then connected to the 
original copper cables. Obviously the closer you are to the box the faster the speed but 
it was explained that the village is rather spread out and they would take this into  
consideration.  He also confirmed that it does not matter whether some properties are on 
the Broadhembury exchange these properties would still be covered.  By using BT you are 
not governed by a certain service provider.  They will come back with a quote to carry 
out the process and it will then be up to the community to agree or not.  This will take 
about 6 weeks.  
      The Parish Council will keep parishioners informed as soon as further details are 
known and perhaps another open evening will be arranged to discuss further. 
     If you wish to check your broadband speed log onto www.dslchecker.BT.com and enter 
your details (postcode) and this will show your download and upload speed. 
  
                                                              Sally Maynard, Parish Clerk 

http://www.dslchecker.BT.com


 

 

12. 

Awliscombe WI March 2017 
 

     After Heather greeted members and visitors, Jerusalem was sung and last months minutes duly agreed and 

signed. Apologies were received from a few members. 

     Rosemary read out correspondence from DFWI and about forthcoming events. 

 

Ladies that Lunch March 21st we will be going to Halfway House at Willand. 

The “Girls” musical in London. Tickets for the show and rail tickets all purchased now for March 30th. 

Group social meeting on April 13th and thanks to those members who have offered to make cakes for this. Please remember to 

bring any unwanted clean scarves for us to sell. Julie Spiller and Grace will be displaying and selling these. 

Spring Council meeting . April 12th at Torquay. Names and monies paid 

Bingo. April 3rd at 8 pm. Please come and support us, we have good prizes and an excellent raffle. 

 

     Thank you to Heather who stood in at very short notice as our speaker this month. What a treat 

we had being transported on an “ Indian holiday to Kerala”. We briefly learnt about the  history 

and culture of Kochin where she recently returned from holiday.   

Heather brought spices for us to see and smell, vegetable samosas 

to taste along with masala tea which she brought back after visiting 

the tea plantation. 

      Olive and Julie then offered to try on beautiful Saris for us to 

see. This involves yards of beautiful material tied, tucked and 

wrapped around the body. Thank you Heather for a most interesting 

evening. 

     Sue Smith celebrated a special birthday so she was presented   

   with a lovely orchid plant. 

Competition for the prettiest handkerchief was, 

1st Olive Price. 2nd Kath Manley. 3rd Jan Studley. 

Flower of the month. Ann Williams. 

 

April tea hostesses will be Margaret Dymond, Rita Tyers and Jill Leonard. 

No market stall as its group social and we have our scarf sale.                                                                         Min Rennolds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any unwanted clothes, bags 

or shoes? 

 

Awliscombe School can turn your  

unwanted clothes, hats, handbags, belts, 

paired shoes or soft toys into money for 

the school. We are paid by the total weight 

of the bags collected.  

 

Please hand in your items by Monday 15th 

May. Any plastic bin bags can be used to 

collect the items but if you find it helpful 

to have a collection bag just call me 

(Kathryn Empson) 01404 548840.                            

Filled bags can be left in the school office 

or I am happy to collect them.  

Thank you, Kathryn Empson 

Reflecting Christian values in all we do. 

Blackdown Hills Transition Group 
 

Transition - A bit more than apple pressing and seed swaps 

 
 A personal question but do you:-  

1) Rent your home? 2) Lease your car? 3) Make monthly payments 
to buy your washing machine and television? 

   The old way of doing things was to buy your home, purchase a car 
outright and to buy consumer goods such as refrigerators, washing 
machines and home electronics. A problem with the non "bricks and 
mortar" side of  consumption is that when it is superseded by  
something better , you end up binning these items and they become 
scrap or worse landfill. 
    So what about a better way of doing things? An enterprising lady 
called Isla Roundtree has come up with a concept of recycling  
children's bicycles. Her company is called Islabikes (islabikes.co.uk)   
As I understand it, she will rent a bike out until that item is either 
worn out or no longer fit for purpose (due to outgrowing this size). 
The reasoning for this is that Islabikes will be responsible for that 
bike and will, upon its return to the factory recycle the whole of the 
bike's components into rebuilding them into a "new" one. 
As raw materials may become scarce and expensive, this will 
change the way that manufacturers deal with the public. Just imagine 
if we changed the way we did business with the manufacturers of 
cars, washing machines and other white goods and consumer 
electronics. Much would depend upon these manufacturers  
designing their products for easy repair, reasonable monthly costs 
and ultimately recycling of all component parts. 
  

The Islabikes website is well worth a visit and you should watch her 
three minute video for inspiration.  So what are you waiting for?!!!!!!!           

Neil Arnold       01460 234693 

http://islabikes.co.uk
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 THE Awliscombe Parish Council FOR 2017 
 
Cllr William Furnival (Chairman)                     Day................  891833 
                                                                         Evening..........  43994   
Cllr Richard Lawrence (Vice-Chairman)...............................     42825                                                                                                                                           
Sally Maynard (Clerk)............................................................    42962    
  (Parish Council E-mail….clerk@awliscombe.eastdevon.gov.uk) 
Cllr Paddy Gillingham............................................................    43551   
Cllr Tom Harvey..................................................................   . 841341 
Cllr Andrew Summers...............................................    07770 474757    
Cllr Colin Wright.....................................................................  890018 
Cllr Nigel Boulton....................................................................   44431   
Cllr Philip Skinner (EDDC Conservative)....    07971 289677/ 822855 
Cllr Paul Diviani (DCC Conservative). 07971 433175/ 0845 3285788     
 

    Parish Council Website..... 
www.awliscombeparishcouncil.co.uk    

 Parish Council  
Meetings 2017 

  
 

         9th May AGM (Meeting in Main Hall) 

Everyone is welcome,  

as you are at all the Parish Council Meetings 

 

   6th June    18th July`     29th August 

      10th October              21st November 

Meetings are held on Tuesdays  

in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm 

 

DOG MESS REPORTED AGAIN 

IN  AWLISCOMBE!! 

 

FOR ANYONE WHO DOES NOT SEEM 

TO APPRECIATE THAT THE  

COUNTRYSIDE IS FOR EVERYONE—

NOT JUST FOR YOUR DOGS TO DO 

THEIR MESS WHERE WE WALK!! 

IF YOUR DOG IS OFF THE LEASH, 

ARE YOU AWARE OF WHAT IS  

GOING ON BEHIND YOU? 

Please check, or keep your dog on a leash, 

so you know when he or she stops. 

It makes sense to me and it is common  

decency to your fellow residents. 

 

There are members of the community 

(dog owners too) who are fed up with the 

mess in our country lanes when out   

walking and I am disappointed that I have 

to write about it again in my final          

magazine!! 

                                                        AB 

  
  
  
  
  
 
     "Huge thanks to everyone who supported 

our Pamper Evening.  
We raised an amazing  

£400  
   for the school!  
   THANK YOU!" 

 
            Timandra Burford 
  

Reflecting Christian values in all we do. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN  

ON 21ST APRIL 

Apologies to  

Awliscombe Little Otters— 

 

I missed you out completely 

last month, but you are in this 

month! I don’t know where my brain was—sorry! 

Anvee 
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AWLISCOMBE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB 

 Home games are played at the top of Greenway Lane. 
All welcome to watch and support the local team 

Contact m_willmington@hotmail.com for any details. 

  Fixtures; 
League Div 5       08/04/17   15.00    Whipton & Pinhoe      v   Awliscombe United   @ Hamlin Lane 
League Div 5       15/04/17   15.00    Awliscombe United    v   Crediton United 2nds   @  Greenway Lane. 
League Div 5       22/04/17   15.00    Beer Albion Res           v   Awliscombe United      @ Stover Long Lane. 
League Div 5       29/04/17   15.00    Awliscombe United    v    Beer Albion Res            @   Greenway Lane 

Results:                                                                                                                                                                                  
League Div 5          04/03/17  Feniton 3rds               0-3 Awliscombe United      Goals: Martin Willmington,                                
                                                                       David Trenchard & Stuart Mackay. 
League Div 5          11/03/17  Awliscombe United  1-4  South Zeal                      Goal: David Trenchard. 
Carlisle Cup            12/03/17  Upottery Res              3-1  Awliscombe United     Goal: Stephen Noon 
Golesworthy Cup  19/03/17  Sidmouth 3rds            3-0  Awliscombe United. 

Martin Willmington 

‘Learn, Laugh & Live’ with 
The University of the Third Age 

     
 

     April is the beginning of the Honiton U3A 
 Membership year, so there is no better time to join us! 
Take advantage of our free monthly meeting plus the 

opportunity to join any of our 20+ interest groups.   
The first meeting of our new year is on  

 
Wednesday 19

th
 April  

 
when we welcome our speaker – Peter Hood who will be 

talking about Food through the Ages – A gourmet, 

and not so gourmet, look at recipes from the past.  
Will include a few samples. 

 
Venue: The Beehive Centre, Dowell St., Honiton 

Doors open 1.30pm for a 2pm start 
 

Members Free and Visitors welcome  
(suggested donation of £2.00) 

 
Further information: 01404 598008   

Website: http://u3asites.org.uk/honiton  
 

Easter time for pets 
   Easter time is a lovely time for us humans, family and 

friends getting together and a chance to indulge in delicious 

Easter delights such as hot cross buns and special cakes and 

biscuits.  As vets we want to make sure 

that you and your pets have a fantastic 

Easter, without a trip to the practice. 

     What Easter is complete without 

chocolate? Unfortunately many dogs, 

and sometimes cats, also believe this to 

be true!  Chocolate can cause vomiting 

and diarrhoea and in larger doses, liver 

failure and can be fatal.  The higher the 

cocoa content the more the risk, so keep 

those expensive dark chocolate truffles 

out of the way of any investigative hounds in the house!  Be 

aware of children’s chocolate eggs that maybe accessible, 

dogs can unwrap and gobble down a chocolate egg in  record 

time if they are left in reach! 

     Dried fruit is also a risk to dogs and can cause renal  

failure so keep Hot Cross Buns and Simnel cake away from 

low tables or other places your crafty hound may be able to 

get to. 

     It is wonderful to see the daffodils coming up, but we need 

to be aware that they are highly poisonous to dogs, if your dog 

is a digger and likes to help you in the garden, make sure  

daffodil bulbs and flowers are inaccessible and lifted bulbs are 

stored out of reach. 

      For some of us, it can all get a bit much at these busy  

family times.  We may like our house being filled with family, 

friends and music but not all our pets do.  For some, the bustle 

and noise can be very stressful.  If you have a timid pet who 

enjoys the quiet, make sure there is somewhere peaceful that 

they can go to not be disturbed.  They may prefer to have their 

food and litter tray in a hidden corner. 

     Most importantly, have a wonderful Easter with your furry 

friends and if you have any worries or suspect your pet has 

eaten something they shouldn’t, don’t 

hesitate to call your vet for advice.           

Happy Easter! 

  Article from the Vale veterinary Group  

 

AWLISCOMBE LITTLE  

OTTERS 

 Baby & Toddler Group held at  

Awliscombe School on       

Mondays  

9.15-11.15am    

        

Dates for 2017 

        April 24th                           May 8th & 22nd. 

June 12th & 26th (trip)          July 10th 

 

 Please contact Louise for further  

Details 07941152067  

or emailbeeenlouise@gmail.com 

 

http://u3asites.org.uk/honiton
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St George’s day is on Sunday, April 23rd 

 
St George’s Day in England, remembers St George, England’s Patron 

Saint. The anniversary of his death, which is the 23rd April, is seen as 

England's National Day. According to legend, he was a soldier in the 

Roman Army who killed a dragon and saved a princess. 

DO NOT FORGET.............................. 

 

.............................the changes for 

emailing articles for  

The Awliscombe & Weston Times 

 

For any articles and adverts, please 

 contact Timandra Burford by the    

20th of each month, 

 except for the January magazine when it 

will be the 17th December. 

Email: timandrab@hotmail.com or 

phone 01404 548881 

  

For any DATES to go in the Activity  

Sheet, please contact  

Jim Hickinbotham, 

 as before, on 01404 44982. 

  

For anything regarding the distributing of 

the magazines, please contact Gel Long. 

Email: gel.long@btinternet,com.              

Mobile 07736 251290         

Thank you.  AB 

EAST DEVON SLOT CAR CLUB 
 

Due to an illness of our intrepid reporter, 

there will be no report this month. 

We wish Martin a speedy recovery. 

AB 

That’s it folks. 

 

 

 

Time is up for the 100th edition. 

We hope you have enjoyed the 

past 99 editions. 

 

Now time is up for us. 

 

Farewell. 

Anvee & Steve 
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                       Any articles for the ‘Times’ please contact  Timandra Burford on 01404  548881. 
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Sat 1     

Sun 2 9.30am 
10.00am 

Service for All Ages at St Michael and All Angels 
Honiton Sovereign Grace Church (Committee Room) 

Mon 3 8.00pm WI EASTER BINGO 

Tues 4 2-4.30pm 
7.30pm 

Tea Dance  01823 632476 
Honiton YFC 

Wed 5 2.00pm Short Mat Bowls, also at 7.00 pm Parish Hall 

Thurs 6     

Fri 7 7.00pm East Devon Slot Racing Club  01404 811187 

Sat 8  3.00pm  Football 

Sun 9 9.30am 
10.00am 

Parish Eucharist for Palm Sunday at St Michael and All Angels 
Honiton Sovereign Grace Church (Committee Room) 

Mon 10 1.30-4.30pm 
7.30pm 

Honiton Art Society 
 
Awliscombe Garden Club. Speaker: Ben Candlin “The Fascinating World of Aroids” 

Tues 11     

Wed 12 9.45am 
2.00pm 

Mobile Library 
Short Mat Bowls, also at 7.00 pm Parish Hall 

Thurs 13 7.15pm 
7.30pm 

WI Social Evening. 
Maundy Thursday Service in St Paul’s 

Fri 14 10.00am 
12.30pm 
7.00pm 

Stations of the Cross at St Michael and All Angels 
Meet & Eat at The Otter Inn—please let Anvee know. 

East Devon Slot Racing Club  01404 811187 

Sat 15  3.00pm Football 

Sun 16 9.30am 
10.00am 

Easter celebration of the Eucharist at St Michael and All Angels 
Honiton Sovereign Grace Church (Committee Room) 

Mon 17   

Tues 18     

Wed 19 9-10 am 
2.00pm 
2.00pm 

Metafit - Fitness class In the Parish Hall. Call Paula on m.07719 218112 
Short Mat Bowls, also at 7.00 pm Parish Hall 
U3A at The Beehive 

Thurs 20    Magazine Deadline 

Fri 21 7.00pm East Devon Slot Racing Club  01404 811187 

Sat 22 3.00pm  Football 

Sun 23  
10.00am 
11.00am 
3.30pm-5pm 

St George’s Day 
Honiton Sovereign Grace Church (Committee Room) 

PARISH CLEAN UP DAY 

Valerie & John’s Tea Party in Parish Hall 

Mon 24  9.15am Little Otters at Awliscombe School 

Tues 25     

Wed 26 9-10 am 
2.00pm 
8.00pm 

Metafit - Fitness class In the Parish Hall. Call Paula on m.07719 218112 
Short Mat Bowls, also at 7.00 pm Parish Hall 
East Devon Group YFC (Committee Room) 

Thurs 27     

Fri 28 7.00pm East Devon Slot Racing Club  01404 811187 

Sat 29  3.00pm Football 

Sun 30 10.00am Honiton Sovereign Grace Church (Committee Room) 


